----------------------------------------------------------------- INTRODUCTION

press and employed French compositors to run it. The arrangement
was fraught with grave risks but Mazzini went on until the news of the
executions of-many of his followers in Genoa reached him. He left
France and came to Geneva in order to promote a new plan of insurrec-
tion in Italy.

The insurrection was however stillborn but the attempt made
Mazzini's sojourn in Switzerland extremely difficult. For several
months he fled from place to place and went through incalculable
hardships. In the midst of his desolate solitude and great suffering,
he formulated a philosophy of life, which sustained him throughout the
trials and tribulations that followed his restless career. Faith born of
titanic gloom made him strong in the sense of his mission. ' We have
made,' he then wrote, ' the cause of the people our own ; we have
voluntarily taken on ourselves the sorrows of all a generation. We
have snatched a spark from the Eternal God, and placed ourselves
between Him and the people ; we have taken on ourselves the part of
the emancipator, and God has accepted us.'

He became greatly interested in the political development of
Switzerland and eventually founded a * Young Switzerland ' Society
with a view to disseminating the true concepts of a republican state
and of federalism. The journal of the Society, La Jeune Suisse, which
appeared twice a week in French and German, had about a year's
existence and was suppressed by the Swiss Government. ' But,' as
Bolton King truly observes,' whatever may have been the immediate
fruits of Mazzini's work, at all events his ideas triumphed. The Swiss
Constitution of 1848 embodied their essentials, and it is worth noting
that Druey, one of its two draughtsmen, was his personal friend.'1

During his sojourn in Switzerland, Mazzini conceived a plan for an
alliance of the republicans found among the Italian, German and
Polish exiles. ' Young Europe,' as the organization was designated,
was to be a kind of ' College of Intellects ' which would methodically
survey the rise and development of popular movements of the con-
tinent. The Association of Young Europe declared : ' All privilege is
a violation of equality. All arbitrary rule is a violation of liberty,
Every act of egotism is a violation of fraternity.' Since no true in-
ternational co-operation was possible save among free men and ecpials,
Young Europe aimed at establishing the union of republican national-
ities. Its propaganda mission wasvnot particularly successful but it
1 Bolton King : Mazsini, 1902
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